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 SUMMARY
1.  THIS ADVICE INFORMS MEMBERS WHO CURRENTLY OCCUPY THEIR OWN HOME
BUT HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO ACCESS THE DHOAS AS A CONSEQUENCE OF
NOTIFICATION OF A POSTING IN THE 2008-09 SERVICE YEAR THAT AN
OPPORTUNITY EXISTS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THEIR APPLICATION.
 
 ADVICE  
2.  THE DHOAS ACT 2008, SECTION 39, MAKES AVAILABLE TO THE DELEGATE
THE DISCRETION TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE DHOAS SUBSIDY WHERE
OCCUPATION OF THE HOME ON INITIAL TAKE UP OF THE DHOAS WOULD BE LESS
THAN 12 MONTHS.  THE DELEGATE MUST BE SATISFIED THAT SERVICE REASONS
OR EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES JUSTIFY A SHORTER OCCUPATION PERIOD. 
 
3.  IT IS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE TIMING OF THE DHOAS IMPLEMENTATION
AND THE SUBSEQUENT RELEASE OF POSTING ORDERS FOR 2008-09 WILL MAKE IT
IMPOSSIBLE FOR MEMBERS WHO CURRENTLY OCCUPY THEIR OWN HOME AND ARE
POSTED TO MEET THE 12 MONTH OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENT. 
 
4.  IN THIS CIRCUMSTANCE THE RELEASE OF THE POSTING ORDERS
CONSTITUTE SERVICE REASONS AND THEREFORE IT IS AVAILABLE TO THE
DELEGATE TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE DHOAS SUBSIDY FOR AN INITIAL
OCCUPANCY PERIOD OF LESS THAN 12 MONTHS. 
 
5. THE DEPT OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS (DVA) HAS BEEN PROVIDED WITH
GUIDANCE ON THE USE OF THIS DISCRETIONARY POWER IN THIS CIRCUMSTANCE.
IT IS AVAILABLE TO THE DELEGATE TO APPROVE APPLICATIONS FOR SUBSIDY
CERTIFICATES AND PAYMENT OF THE SUBSIDY WHERE A MEMBER: 
 
A.  HAS BEEN ISSUED A POSTING ORDER PRIOR TO 31 DEC 08 THAT WILL
TAKE EFFECT PRIOR TO 30 JUN 09, AND APPLIES FOR A SUBSIDY CERTIFICATE
PRIOR TO 31 DEC 08; AND 
 
B.  OCCUPIED THE HOME ON 1 JUL 08 OR ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT TO
EITHER BUY, BUILD OR RENOVATE A HOME ON OR BEFORE 1 JUL 08; AND 
 
C.  WILL OCCUPY THE HOME EITHER AT THE TIME OF LOAN DRAW DOWN AND
FIRST AUTHORISATION DATE OR ON COMPLETION OF CONSTRUCTION OR
RENOVATION; AND 
 
D.  THERE IS REASONABLE EXPECTATION THAT THE MEMBER OR FAMILY MEMBER
WILL OCCUPY THE HOME UP TO THEIR RELOCATION TO THE NEW POSTING. 
 
6.   IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT MEMBERS WHO MEET THE CRITERIA SET OUT
ABOVE CONTACT DVA FOR ADVICE ON APPLYING FOR A SUBSIDY CERTIFICATE
AND SEEKING CONSIDERATION UNDER SECTION 39 OF THE DHOAS ACT OF AN
OCCUPANCY PERIOD SHORTER THAN 12 MONTHS.

