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SUBJ: DEFENCE HOME OWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE SCHEME (DHOAS) – TRANSITION ARRANGEMENT FOR RESERVE FORCE MEMBERS
Summary

1. This advice replaces earlier advice which stated that a Reserve member could only apply for a DHOAS subsidy Certificate after completing effective SERVICE of TWENTY (20) DAYS reserve service IN 2008-09. reserve members who at 1 July 2008 have completed eight (8) years qualifying Service, provided effective service in 2007-08 and have a service credit MAY apply for a DHOAS subsidy certificate and be paid subsidy, on condition that they will provide effective service in 2008-09.  If a member does not providE effective service IN 2008-09, they will need to repay any subsidy received.

purpose

2. This message PROVIDEs ADVICE ON reserve force member eligibility for THE Defence Home Ownership Assistance Scheme (DHOAS). 
3. This advice replaces earlier advice which stated that a Reserve member could only apply for a DHOAS subsidy Certificate after completing TWENTY (20) DAYS SERVICE IN THE 2008-09 SERVICE YEAR.
background
4. THE DHOAS COMMENCED ON 1 JULY 2008.

5. PERMANENT FORCE MEMBERS BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR DHOAS SUBSIDY ASSISTANCE AFTeR FOUR (4) YEARS OF EFFECTIVE SERVICE.  RESERVE FORCE MEMBERS BECOME ELIGIBLE AFTER EIGHT (8) CONSECUTIVE YEARS OF EFFECTIVE SERVICE. 
6. AS A RETENTION INITIATIVE, THE DHOAS SEEKS TO PROVIDE GREATER RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE PROVIDED BY RESERVE FORCE MEMBERS TO SUPPORT DEFENCE CAPABILITY.

advice
7. ELIGIBILITY for THE DHOAS IS BASED ON RESERVE FORCE MEMBERS PROVIDING EFFECTIVE SERVICE ON OR AFTER 1 JULY 2008. EFFECTIVE SERVICE for reserve members is Twenty (20) DAYS OF RESERVE SERVICE OR A PERIOD OF CONTINUOUS FULL TIME SERVICE PERFORMED WITHiN A SERVICE YEAR (1 July – 30 June).
8. reserve force members who, as at 1 july 2008, meet the eight (8) year qualifying period and provided effective service in the 2007-08 service year are TAKEN TO BE eligible members. RESERVE FORCE MEMBERS WHO are eligible and have a service credit at 1 july 2008 MAY apply for a subsidy certificate and RECEIVE payment of the DHOAS subsidy.  however, issue of a subsidy certificate and payment of the subsidy is on CONDITION THAT a member will providE effective service IN 2008-09.
9. WHILE THIS ARRANGEMENT IS AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE STANDBY AND INACTIVE RESERVES, THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE RESERVE SERVICE IS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE INDIVIDUAL SERVICE HEADQUARTERS. There is NO OBLIGATION UPON THE SERVICE HEADQUARTERS TO PROVIDE SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES TO MEMBERS WITHIN THESE CATEGORIES in order to assist a dhoas claim.

10. If a Reserve member does not provide effective service in the 2008-09 service year, they will be TAKEN TO HAVE STOPPED BEING A MEMBER OF THE RESERVE FORCE FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE DHOAS ON 30 JUNE 2008.  As a result, the MEMBER WILL BECOME RETROSPECTIVELY INELIGIBLE, THEIR SUBSIDY CERTIFICATE WILL BE CANCELLED AND they will have to repay any SUBSIDY PAYMENTS RECEIVED.

11. Reserve members who completed the eight (8) year qualifying period in 2007-08 but have not yet accrued a service credit cannot be paid the subsidy until such time as they have a service credit to draw on. it is recommended that these members defer making an application for a subsidy certificate until they have accrued twelve months service credit by performing effective service in 2008-09.
12. Reserve members who have had an application for a subsidy certificate processed as ineligible because they had not completed Twenty (20) days service in 2008-09 will be contacted by the DHOAS Scheme Administrator, the Department of Veterans' Affairs. Those members will be forwarded a new application form which will be fast tracked upon return to DVA.
13. Reserve Members currently holding a subisidy certificate are able present that certificate to a home loan provider to access the subsidy.
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